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Course Description (within 150 words)
[bookmark: _GoBack]The arts shape our daily lives. Most of us listen to music every day. We read comics and watch films. We encounter works of public art – sculptures, monuments, and memorials – virtually every time we step outside of our house. We enjoy visiting museums and exploring cultural landmarks, and we hang artworks on our walls, even if it's just a cheap reproduction of a famous painting. And yet, in our global post-modern world, it has become more and more difficult to understand many examples of art, especially those from other cultures and historical times. Moreover, since the emergence of the first avant-garde movements in the early 1900s, much art has become cryptic. Its meaning seems impenetrable to many.  The aim of this course is to provide students with a knowledge of art and its theories that will help students' understanding of various art forms and enhance their appreciation of art objects.


Assessment
	Assignments
	25%

	Group Project
	25%

	End of Semester Paper
	50%



Syllabus：
1. Week 1: Introduction 
This class introduces key practical aspects of the course including the syllabus, assignments, presentations, and final paper.
1. Week 2: What is Art? 
This class investigates one of the most controversial questions in art theory and philosophy of art, that one of the definition. We will discuss controversial examples from the avant-garde, while exploring the main theories and definitions of art. 

1. Readings: 
0. Desmond, Chap.3 
0. Freeland, Chap.1
1. Assignments: 
1. Assignment #1 is due

1. Week 3: Does Art Have to be Beautiful? 
This class focuses on the link between beauty and art. Many understand the beautiful in art as its aesthetic dimension. We will examine controversial cases of horrific or “ugly” art. 

2. Readings: 
0. Desmond, Chap. 4 
0. Freeland, Chap. 2
2. Assignments: 
1. Assignment #2 is due

1. Week 4: How to Interpret Art? 
This class explores how artworks can produce meaning and how we should approach these artefacts in order to understand them. 

3. Readings: 

0. Desmond, Chap. 14 
0. Freeland Chap. 6
3. Assignments: 
1. Assignment #3 is due

1. Week 5: An Introduction to Writing Art Criticism 
This class introduces some basic principles of writing art criticism. 

4. Readings: 
0. Barrett, Chap. 3 
0. Danto, Chap. 8
0. Danto, Chap. 9
4. Assignments: 
1. Assignment #4 is due

1. Week 6: Is Art (Ever) Political? 
This class discusses the political and ethical dimensions of art. In particular, it addresses the issue of autonomism, which advocates for a separation between art and life. 

5. Readings: 
0. Desmond, Chap. 6 
0. Desmond, Chap. 7
5. Assignments: 
1. Assignment #5 is due
1. Determining the groups
1. First draft of the idea of the exhibition (title + 1 page description)

1. Week 7: Is Art Sexist? 
We explore a specific dimension of art’s political and moral stand: its link with gender issues. We explore how women have been often excluded from art history and how this impact our understanding of the art. 

6. Readings: 
0. Desmond, Chap. 9 
0. Freeland, Chap. 5
6. Assignments: 
1. Assignment #6 is due
1. Week 8: Writing Art Criticism 
This class follows from the previous lecture on writing art criticism. Its aim is to provide students with a deeper understanding of critical practices in the arts. 

7. Readings 
0. Barrett, Chap. 6
0. Danto, Chap. 6
0. Danto, Chap. 7
7. Assignments 
1. Assignment #7 is due

1. Week 9: Workshop on Curation 
On this day, groups work in class on their final exhibition 
8. Assignments 
0. Assignment #8 is due 

1. Week 10: Who Is a Curator? 
This class examines the role of the curator in contemporary art and how such a figure influences artistic processes of meaning making. This section is intended to provide students with the necessary tool to develop an exhibition. 

9. Readings: 
0. Rugg and Sedgwick, Chap. 1
0. Rugg and Sedgwick, Chap. 2 
9. Assignments 
1. Assignment #9 is due

1. Dec 6: Week 11: Workshop on Curation 
On this day, groups present their work-in-progress to TAs

1. Week 12: Beneath the Surface of Curating 
This class critically discusses the nature of curating by considering two case studies. It also examines the group projects. 

11. Readings: 

0. Rugg and Sedgwick, Chap. 3
0. Rugg and Sedgwick, Chap. 7
11. Assignments 
1. Assignment #10 is due

1. Week 13: Group Presentations
1. Week 14: Group Presentations
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