Soc 301:  American Society
Winter 2020
Prof. Elaine Replogle

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10-11:20, Gerlinger 302
Email:  replogle@uoregon.edu
Office Hours:  Tues and Thurs 12:30-2, or by appointment, PLC 639
Course Description: How does the American society work?  How do enduring myths help American society?  How do they hinder progress?  (And what *are* those myths?) What kinds of societal fissures (racial, political, economic) endure and why do they?  Why is inequality such an endemic feature of a society that prides itself on ideals like “equality,” “freedom” and “fairness”? Why is the opioid epidemic so large?  Why is it so hard to house the poor?  Is education the great equalizer?  How have social movements been key to our culture and our democracy?  We will explore these and other questions through sociological research presented in lectures, articles, books, news items and films.
Course Goals:  

To improve our “sociological imagination” about American society; to think like sociologists about the social, political, economic, class, racial, and historical realities affecting Americans’ lives and our own social locations.
To examine a few key issues in American society: endemic racism, addiction, housing policy and homelessness, the influence of the media and of social movements. 
To demonstrate college-level sociological analysis in journal assignments, a midterm and a film analysis.
Course Teaching Assistant

Andy Labuza, alabuza@uoregon.edu, is our Graduate Employee (GE).  His office hours will be announced shortly and will be posted on our Canvas page. 
Grading

Midterm 1:  20%
Journals:  60% (15% for each of FOUR entries). **Five journals are assigned; you can do any FOUR, but they must be ON TIME.  If you do all five, we’ll take the four highest scores and drop the lowest one.  I highly encourage everyone to do the last one.**
Film Analysis:  20% 

Attendance Policy:  Fair to say that if you do not attend and/or do not read, you will be in trouble.  But, you’re adults, so whether or not you attend or read or take notes is entirely up to you.   I do ask that you not leave class early unless there is a serious emergency.  I find it distracting to both me and other students.
BOOKS AND READINGS

All books will be on reserve in the library, too.

Wright and Rogers, American Society:  How it Really Works (Norton, 2015) (NOT REQUIRED TO PURCHASE, BUT YOU CAN BUY IT IF YOU WANT TO; quite a few of my lectures ARE based on this book)

Armstrong and Hamilton, Paying for the Party:  How College Maintains Inequality (Harvard 2015) Please come to class on the first day before you buy; probably could share with another student.
Watson, Freedom Summer (Viking, 2010) REQUIRED
Recuber, Timothy), Consuming Catastrophe:  Mass Culture in America’s Decade of Disaster (Temple University Press, 2016). REQUIRED but might be share-able with another student
Stone, Deborah, The Samaritan’s Dilemma:  Should Government Help Your Neighbor? (Nation Books, 2008). REQUIRED but might be share-able with another student
Desmond, Matthew, Evicted:  Poverty and Profit in the American City (Broadway Books, 2016). REQUIRED
Ehrenreich, Barbara, Bright-Sided:  How Positive Thinking Is Undermining America (Picador, 2009) REQUIRED but might be share-able with another student
Quinones, Sam, Dreamland:  The True Tale of America’s Opiate Epidemic (Bloomsbury Press, 2015). REQUIRED
Selections on Canvas:
C Wright Mills, The Sociological Imagination 

Selection from Arlie Hochschild, Strangers in Their Own Land 
Selection from J.D. Vance, Hillbilly Elegy 
Selection from James W Loewen, Lies My Teacher Told Me:  Everything Your American History Textbook Got Wrong
 James Fallows, False Equivalence:  The Master Class; 
Four problems for news and democracy, by Ethan Zuckerman
Please Note:  This is a heavy reading and writing course.  Please plan ahead.  With all readings, ask yourself the following:  What is(are) the author(s)’ MAIN POINT(S)?  How does the author build his or her or their case (what evidence is supplied to support the main point)?  What sociological terms, theories or concepts are evident or could be applied (even if not specifically mentioned by the author)?  These are the main questions to address in the journal assignments. 
ANYTHING assigned in class or covered in lecture is fair game for an exam question though I’m more interested in big ideas, main points, application of theory and concepts than I am in things like dates.  
SCHEDULE  
(“Modules” on Canvas contain the syllabus, rubrics, and outside readings.  Readings on Canvas are found in “Files.”)
Week 1:  What is “American” Society?  How do you define it?
Jan 7:  Introduction to Class/Theory Lecture
Reading:  http://sociology.morrisville.edu/readings/SOCI101/Mills-The_Promise_of_Sociology-Chp1.pdf   
  (This is on Canvas)
Jan 9:  Describing American Society
Reading:  Loewen, “The Truth About the First Thanksgiving” (on Canvas) 
Week 2:  What is Capitalism?  Describing the American economy

Jan 14:  Capitalism, Theoretically

Reading:  Loewen, “The Land of Opportunity” (Canvas) 

Jan 16:  Capitalism, Actually Video: “What Happened to the American Dream” PBS 
Reading:  Selections from Hillbilly Elegy (on canvas in two parts)
JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT #1:  Due 5 pm Jan 17 on Canvas (Vericite).  Write a reaction to any two of the readings from the first two weeks.  You could compare Mills to Loewen or Loewen to the selection from Hillbilly Elegy or Mills to Hillbilly Elegy.  What were the authors’ point(s)?  What sociological concepts or terms did they present?  What truths did they reveal about American society? How might the two authors  “talk” to each other?  Always define terms and cite (no quotes) as needed.  Maximum two pages.
Week 3:  The environment, transportation; the role of consumerism

Jan 21: Environment 
Reading:  None
Jan 23: Transportation and Consumerism

Reading:  selections from Arlie Hochschild. Strangers in Their Own Land (chapters 1, 9 and 15)
Week 4:  Should Government Help?  Health care as one case.
Jan 28:  Health Care:  patterns of illness in American society and commentary on our health care system

Reading:  Stone, The Samaritan’s Dilemma
Jan 30:  DISCUSSION of Stone’s book

Come prepared to discuss Stone’s book, first in small groups and then in the whole class.  Bring two TYPED questions or comments to class to help focus discussion on her book.
Journal Assignment #2:  Due Jan 31 5 p.m. on Vericite.  Write a two-page reaction to Hochschild and Stone.  They are discussing different aspects of society; what are those aspects and how might they inform each other?  (Be sure to state each author’s MAIN point.)
Week 5:  MIDTERM (all readings and lectures from beginning of the term) 
FEB 4:  MIDTERM (no readings)
BRING GREEN BOOK AND PENCIL AND SCANTRON

Feb 6:  Can we ever defend inequality?  Examining American values and where they conflict
Reading:  pp. 243-266 Wright and Rogers (Chapters 11 and 12) (CANVAS)
Week 6:  Persistent Poverty:  Can We End It? What structures help it persist? 
Feb 11:  Social Structural Causes of Persistent Poverty (based on Ch 13 & 14, Wright and Rogers – will be in library on reserve if you want to read)
Reading: EVICTED (prologue, chapters 1, 2, 9, 20, 21, 24, epilogue and “about this project”) 
Feb 13: DISCUSSION of Evicted


Come prepared to discuss Desmond’s book.  Bring two TYPED questions or comments to class to help focus discussion. 

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT #3:  Write a two-page reaction to Evicted.  Due Feb 14, 5 pm on Vericite.  How would you relate it to any lecture material so far?  Or to any other reading?  Be sure to make at least TWO connections to lecture material in your essay and to be clear about the author’s main point.  500 Words.
Week 7:  Problems in the Media and How They Affect Democracy

Feb 18:  Lecture on Problems in the Media

Readings:  James Fallows, False Equivalence:  The Master Class; 
Four Problems for News and Democracy by Ethan Zuckerman (both on Canvas)
Feb 20:  DISCUSSION of Consuming Catastrophe 

Reading:  Introduction, Chapter 2, Chapter 4, and Conclusion of Consuming Catastrophe

As with other discussions, bring two typed questions to class to help guide discussion. 
Week 8:  Race, Incarceration Statistics, Drug Policies & Opioid Epidemic 
Feb 25:   Lecture on incarceration data, arrest patterns and racial effects of drug policies (largely based on a chapter from Wright and Rogers)
Reading:  Begin reading Dreamland (intro, Enrique, Dr. Jick’s Letter, All From the Same Town, Liberace in Appalachia, The Adman, The Revolution, Purdue, Two-Thousand-Year-Old Questions, The Treatment is You, Afterward)
Feb 27:  DISCUSSION of Dreamland

Same instructions as last time:  bring a few questions or comments to help lead both small group and large group discussion.
JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT #4:  Write a two-page reaction to Dreamland **or** to any two of the readings about the media.  Due Feb 28, 5 pm, on Vericite.  What interrelated problems in American society do you see in this book or in the media readings?  How did your perspective on drug use change (or not change) after reading Dreamland?  Or, how did your perspective on the role of media in American society change (or not change) after doing the media readings?  Always define terms; always use at least TWO.
Week 9, Does College Maintain Inequality?  What about popular rhetoric?
Mar 3:  Mini Lecture and Discussion of Paying for the Party
READING:  Selections from Armstrong and Hamilton’s book Paying for the Party:  xi-73; chapter 5, 6 and 7; Ch. 9


Come prepared to discuss though I will also lecture briefly on the book. 
Mar 5:  Discussion of Ehrenreich’s Bright-Sided.  Come prepared to discuss; this book won’t be in a lecture.  What is her thesis?  How does she set out to convince you?  Are you convinced?  Why or why not?  Come with two typed questions or comments.  
Week 10:  Social Movements and Concluding Lecture
Mar 10:  Lecture and Discussion:  Social movements:  How they change American society (Civil Rights Movement, OWS, Parkland, BLM, Standing Rock…)

Reading:  The following sections from Watson’s Freedom Summer:    1-37; 63-76; 137-151; 197-214; 232-244; 247-261; 262-300
Mar 12:    Can American Society Be Fixed?  How?
Reading:  None.  
Journal Assignment #5:  Due Mar 13, 5 pm on Vericite.  Write a two-page reaction to the book Freedom Summer OR to Paying for the Party. You may also bring in any other reading you’d like as you see relevant. What (minimum two) sociological concepts that we’ve covered this term would you apply to the book you chose?  If you write about FS, feel free to bring in other social movements *and how they affect(ed) American society* in your discussion.  If you write about PFTP, feel free to discuss how higher ed reflects or reproduces or challenges patterns in American society. Always define your terms.
Film Analysis Assignment Due:  Due March 16, 8 a.m. See rubric on Canvas.  Watch one of the films listed below and write about how it illustrates a problem in American Society (past or present) and how you would analyze the problem sociologically, with concepts from the course so far.  Underline and define and *cite* any concepts that you use; most citations should come from readings or lectures.  You MUST refer to at least THREE 
concepts (more is fine and better!) and TWO OF THE THREE must be from readings (the fact that you will have written four or five short papers should help you immensely).  Maximum five pages, double-spaced, size 12 Times New Roman font, 1-inch margins, appropriate cites.  See rubric on Canvas.
Movies to Choose From (You must watch ONE and write about only ONE):

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington (1939; how one man tries to effect politics; corruption)

Bowling for Columbine (2002; guns, culture of violence, consumerism)
Do the Right Thing (1989; race, class, identity)

Killing Us Softly (1979 film; women in advertisements; gender)
Rich Media, Poor Democracy (2003, PBS; effects of concentrated corporate wealth on democracy)

Blackkklansman (2018; African-American police detective exposes KKK by infiltrating the local Klan)  
Erin Brokovich (2000; single mother works to bring down company for poisoning town’s water)
Norma Rae (1979; what happens when an employee tries to get a union, fairer wages, better benefits…)
Elysium (2013; fight between the powerful trying to protect the elite and somebody trying to bring about more equality; futuristic yet contemporary)
**If you would like to suggest a different film not on the list, discuss it with the professor or GE first.**
VARIOUS NOTES
1.  ACADEMIC HONESTY

The short thing to say is that an honest poor grade is a TON BETTER than being accused of plagiarism. I take academic honesty seriously and will follow the notification procedures described in the link below if I suspect a student has cheated.  “Cheating” is defined broadly.  Please read the link to make sure you understand.  The basics are 1) do your own work, 2) cite your sources, 3) do not copy others’ work or hand in something with your name on it that was actually written by somebody else or by you for another class.  I would much rather read an original (even poorly-written) paper with too many citations than one that doesn’t have any or which gives false cites or which is a paper found on the internet and handed in as if one’s own.   The procedures for going through a plagiarism hearing are not fun, take a lot of time, and may result in you being expelled.  Just be an honest student.  

https://uodos.uoregon.edu/StudentConductandCommunityStandards/AcademicMisconduct.aspx
2.  SOCIAL MEDIA, PRIVACY, AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

I put a copyright notice on my materials, even on the lectures that are provided from the publisher of a textbook, because I alter ALL lectures to include material(s) that are not from a book.  The resulting lectures represent hours of my work.  It is not proper for students to reproduce, distribute or post these materials online without my permission. 

No student may record the class in any fashion unless they have written permission from me and the recording device is visible to everyone in the classroom.  

While you may share your notes the old-fashioned way (ask to make photocopies of each other’s notes, organize study groups, etc.), you may NOT post your notes or pictures of any of my slides to any of those websites that would make my notes and lectures available to anybody who went to that website.   Share notes with each other if you wish but do so without posting them to the Internet, please.  If you have any questions about this policy, please see me.

3.  ELECTRONIC DEVICES AND NOTETAKING

I prefer ALL electronic devices to be OFF during class.  Research shows people learn material better by writing it down rather than typing it.  It is your choice of how to take notes, of course.  But if your use of your laptop or phone, iPad, etc. ends up distracting other students, I'll ask you to close it and put it away.

4. NOTICE OF DUTY TO REPORT

I support Title IX and have a duty to report relevant information.  The UO is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of prohibited discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic and dating violence, and gender-based stalking.  Any UO employee who becomes aware that such behavior is occurring has a duty to report that information to their supervisor or the Office of Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity. The University Health Center and University Counseling and Testing Center have a greater ability to work confidentially with students.
5.  EMAIL

I do NOT want assignments submitted via email.  Please submit your film analyses through Vericite (on Canvas) AND in hard copy to our GE.  Your journal entries, however, are ONLY submitted from Vericite.  When you do email me or our GE:  Please put “SOC 301: American Society” in your subject line.  That will help us find those emails and prioritize them!
6.  LATE WORK

For what should be obvious reasons, we (the GE and I) need everyone to adhere to deadlines.  In general, late work without a sufficient excuse will receive a penalty of one half-grade drop per day late.  If you have an illness of unusual severity, don’t come to class.  Go to the health center; get a doctor’s note and give me a copy.  Similarly, if you have a family emergency, attend to that *first* and then let me know via email.  I will sometimes bend rules for reasonable, compelling, *unanticipated* and provable reasons.  Do know that if I discover you in a lie I may tell the Dean.  Just be honest.  I can deal with just about anything other than dishonesty.  
How to Study for the Exam and How to Write Good Essays
Read (  Really!  Read! 
Attend Class ( It’s on your schedule!  
Take Notes (  Really!  Take Notes!
Actively participate in discussions ( you know more than you think!  You learn by discussing things!  Share it with the rest of us!
Work in groups! ( Find study friends! (
PLAN your papers; WRITE MORE THAN ONE DRAFT; PROOFREAD; CITE SOURCES; DEFINE TERMS; CHECK THEM AGAINST THE RUBRIC; READ THEM OUT LOUD if you have to; look for logical errors, incomplete sentences, big claims without cites; make sure they are “in dialogue” with the books they are about; make sure your analysis is sociological (as opposed to biological, psychological, etc.)
Occasionally CHECK YOUR EMAIL and our CANVAS SITE to make sure you’re up to date with any changes to the syllabus or readings (rare, but occasionally something changes). 
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