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1. Course Overview

http://infodepot.korea.ac.kr/lecture1/lecsubjectPlanView.jsp?year=2021&term=2R&grad_cd=0136&col_cd=9999&dept_cd=5257&cour_cd=JMCO273&cour_cls=00&cour_nm=INTRODUCTION%20TO%20FILM(English)&std_id=&device=WW&language=en


2. Course Outline 

Apocalypse Films: Surviving the Anthropocene “This is the way the world ends Not with a bang but a whimper.” - "The Hollow Men" (1925), T. S. Eliot Course Description Last year, it almost seemed like the WORLD HAD COME TO AN END; humanity has only just begun to see the light at the end of the long dark tunnel, in the form of a global pandemic that stands unprecedented in scale and impact. Alone together in our rooms peering out at the world through small screens whilst the virus raged amidst terror and chaos, conspiracy theories flourished and doomsday scenarios ran rampant. Critically reflecting on our kind’s recent travails, this course explores the trope of the apocalypse [lifting the veil] through the lens of cinematic media, aiming to investigate the persistence and pervasiveness with which imaginaries of annihilation and survival have sustained their macabre appeal.

3. Course Objective
Examine various doomsday scenarios – e.g. zombie apocalypse, war, pandemic, extinction events, cosmic disturbance, singularity, climate change, extraterrestrial invasion, etc. –in the films and philosophical/critical texts to understand how they may contribute to, contradict, or shape our own perception of our culture in relation to technological apparatuses 

4. Textbook, Material 
- 12 Monkeys (1995)
- Contagion (2011)
- Night of the Living Dead (1968)
- 28 Days Later (2000) or Train to Busan (2016)
- Episodes from Person of Interest (2011-2015)
- Blade Runner 2049 (2017)
- Children of Men (2006)
- Annihilation (2018) [available on Netflix]
- Snowpiercer (2013)
- Edge of Tomorrow (2014)
- Space Sweepers (2020) [available on Netflix]
- Doomsday Book (2012) [linked vid may not have subtitles – for Eng sub., available on Vudu, Amazon Video]
- The Road (2009)


5. Assignment 

Online blog posts, in-class writing, group presentation, end-of-term final (solo) presentation, mid-term proposal on choice research project, final product (research project or paper)

6. Studying Contents per week 

	Period 
	Contents 
	Activity 

	09.01 - 09.07
	Introductory week
	syllabus overview, conceptual framing

	09.08 - 09.14
	Pandemic I
	Present on & discuss film, practice film close-reading

	09.15 - 09.21
	Pandemic II
	Present on & discuss film & critical text, in-class writing

	09.22 - 09.28
	Zombie Apocalypse I
	Present on & discuss film & critical text

	09.29 - 10.05
	Zombie Apocalypse II:
	Present on & discuss film & critical text, special guest speaker

	10.06 - 10.12
	Singularity / Intelligence Explosion (AI & Robots) I
	Present on & discuss film & critical text

	10.13 - 10.19
	Singularity / Intelligence Explosion (AI & Robots) II
	Present on & discuss film & critical text, in-class writing

	10.20 - 10.26	
	Extinction Event I / Infertility
	Present on & discuss film & critical text

	10.27 - 11.02
	Extinction Event / Biomutation
	Present on & discuss film & critical text

	11.03 - 11.09	
	Climate Change / Anthropocene
	Present on & discuss film & critical text, in-class writing / mid-term proposal due

	11.10 - 11.16
	Extraterrestrial Invasion
	Present on & discuss film & critical text

	11.17 - 11.23
	Space Colonies and Terraforming
	Present on & discuss film, in-class research

	11.24 - 11.30
	Doomsday Scenarios Galore
	Present on & discuss film

	12.01 - 12.07
	Post-apocalypse Survival
	Present on & discuss film/ Special Guest Speaker: Angela Becerra Viderga

	12.08 - 12.14
	Apocalypse Workshop
	Build your own apocalypse scenario, Research and explain why it’s likely, And then (1) write a synopsis, and (2) produce a survivor’s manual

	12.15 - 12.21
	Final Class Conference
	Final Presentations (final product due on 19, Sun)



